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Discussion.-Dr. E. A. COCKAYNE said that he had asked the mother of this patient whether there was a family history of the condition, and she said a maternal aunt had it.
There seemed to bave been very few cases in which the condition was hereditary; he had found only five or six such records. In these it had behaved as a dominant. A French author said that all the daughters during four generations had this condition, but none of the sons had it. This did not seem to fit the ordinary Mendelian theory; it was different from the case in which all the sons were affected in every generation, probably owing to a gene in the Y chromosome.
And there was a tendency for one type of the disease: three and four rows of hairs in some of the cases, and not-just a straightforward transformation of the Meibomian glands into fine hairs, as in the present case. He had only seen one case before, in a girl, and in that there was no family history of the condition.
Mr. F. W. LAW said he remembered having to deal with a case of this kind about eighteen months ago. It was in a woman, who had had no symptoms until adult life. She was of dark complexion and there was a double row of lashes in one lid only. He (the speaker) had excised the accessory row of cilia. He had cut a V-shaped section, including the lashes, as far as he could, and then sutured. It was true there was a tendency to entropion of the normal row after operations such as this, but no entropion followed in this particular case. Six weeks afterwards there was no tendency to recurrence of the accessory row. The case showed the comparative ease with which accessory cilia could be dealt with.
Mr. DOGGART (in reply) said that the maternal aunt was not a case of distichiasis, but of trichiasis, resulting from old trachoma. She was attending the London Hospital periodically for epilation. Ophthalmoscopic Appearances.-There is a detachment of the retina in each eye in the lowest part of the fundus. At the upper part of the detachment is a yellow band. Higher up there is a line of pigment parallel with the yellow band: this is probably the site of the former upper limit of the detachment.
Detachment of
The boy's general health is good; the tonsils are only slightly prominent. The Wassermann reaction is negative.
